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JOINT HOMELESS APPLICATION 


Dear Ms French, 

For your information, I am writing to outline to you a meeting which 
took place yesterday between the DFHA and Shelter concerning the 
issue of homelessness in respect of residents at Dale Farm and 
Hovefields. 

The meeting recognised that at the present time the threat of 
eviction has been removed, and will not exist again unless (or until) 
Basildon Council take a formal decision to re-implement its policy 
of direct action under sl78 of the Town and Country Planning Act. 

We have had a close look, as has a Shelter solicitor, at the appeal 
papers and the arguments they contain, with particular attention to 
the Council's statement for the Court of Appeal that you are aware of 
your obligations under the Housing Acts and will be giving full and 
careful consideration to homelessness applications. 
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Our question then is whether you would prefer to deal with a fresh 
Joint Homeless Application now or whether you would wish to consider 
such an application only after re-instatement of Council policy in 
regard to direct action enforcement? 

In our dicussion with Shelter, the following three phases were 
outlined: 

1) Submission (second time) of a Joint Homeless Application by 
Mrs Kathleen McCarthy. 

2) Request for a review, in the event that the JHA is again declined. 

3) Application to the County Court by Shelter solicitors, in the event 
Satisfaction cannot be gained at the review stage. 


As outlined in my last letter, our view is that needs assessment cannot 
be properly advanced without at the same time considering risk 
assessment. 

We await your reply on these points. 

Sincerely, 


Grattan Puxon 


